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SaturnV

Saturn V was the most powerful rocket that
had ever flown successfully and was used in
the Apollo program in the 1960s and 1970s. The
rocket was 363 ft. (111 m) tall and weighed 6.2
million lbs (2.8 million kilos) when fully fueled
for liftoff. The Saturn V used for the later Apollo
missions had three stages. Each stage would
burn its engines until it was out of fuel and would
then separate from the rocket. The engines on
the next stage would fire, and the rocket would
continue into space. The first stage had the most
powerful engines, since it had the challenging
task of lifting the fully fueled rocket off the
ground. The first stage lifted the rocket to an
altitude of about 42 miles (68 km). The second
stage carried it from there almost into orbit. The
third stage placed the Apollo spacecraft into
Earth orbit and pushed it toward the moon.
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Transposition, docking,
and extraction
Shortly after the trans-lunar injection
maneuver that placed the Apollo
spacecraft on its trajectory towards the
Moon, the transposition and docking
maneuver would be performed. This
involved an astronaut separating the
Apollo Command/Service Module (CSM)
spacecraft from the adapter which
fastened it to its launch vehicle upper
stage, turning it around, and docking its The Command/ The CSM then turns After docking, the CSM
nose to the Apollo Lunar Module (LM), then Service Module (CSM) around in preparation pulls the LM away from
pulling the combined spacecraft away separates from the for docking with the the launch vehicle's

from the upper stage. adapter. Lunar Module (LM) upper stage
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