




LEGO® Builder



Aaron Hall and his 
model submission

Aaron Hall (LEGO® Ideas name CTDpower) 
from Alton, Illinois, is a man of many talents. 
In addition to his career as a police officer, 
he also studied architecture, and when he’s 
not biking and camping with his family, they 
enjoy building LEGO models together.

 
MEET THE  
FAN DESIGNER



“I can’t remember a time in my life without LEGO® 
building. It was almost the only thing I did as a kid and 
certainly my biggest childhood memory. I thought I 
might take a break when I had my first son, but I just 
switched to LEGO DUPLO®! When he was old enough, I 
introduced him to the LEGO System sets. He is 12 now, 
his ideas are endless, and he has so many models on 
display! My inspiration for this model was the 6285 
Black Seas Barracuda (that set solidified my love for 
LEGO boats) and secondly, growing up along the 
Mississippi River, I saw paddle boats from a young age 
and always had an interest in them.

For this project, I wanted it to be scaled for minifigures 
and pay homage to the old LEGO pirate ships by 
using the modular boat hull bases. Typically, a model 
this size takes me a few months to design, but this 
one came together fairly easily. I think the rigging 
especially adds a realistic touch and makes this set 
stand out. At the time I created this project, the rules 
stated a limit of 3,000 bricks, and I used them all! I first 
submitted it in 2018, and it gained 3,800 supporters 
before expiring. I decided to resubmit in 2021, and here 
we are. After a four- or five-year process, it felt unreal 
to reach this goal. I love how this platform inspires so 
many people of all ages to imagine, create and share 
new ideas. Thanks to everyone who supported the 
project over the years. I hope you enjoy the result.”
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